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from 20 to 40 leet, but it is very bard
from lime and mineral substances, Cis-
tory water is therefora preferred for do-
westie use. [t is the best in all coun-
trics, but more indispensable in Texas
than in some others.

I{ays county stands pre-eminent, we
believe, in this portion of Western
Texas. a8 combining the grand essen-
tials of good soil, and sufficiency. of
timber and water, in convenient prox-
iwity, Thereis also au sbundance of
building stone, of fine qaality, and easi-
ly worked, Stone is also used exten-
sively for fenciog,

roPULATION, ETO,

The population of the county, as we

have said, was by the ceusus of 1880
7555, of whom L479 are colored. The
colored population is relatively decreas.
iug, and the tendency is still steadily in
the direction of a decrease of that ele-
ment, The population, aside from
natives of Texas, is mostly from the
older Southern States, but nearly every
State in the Union probably has its rep-
rosentatives. Foreign-born people are
rare, cxeept (Germans, who are more
numerous, and on the inerease, consti.
tuting a most valnable element. The
total vote of the county, as shown by
the combined vote for both the candi-
dates for Governor in 1852, was 1411,
The democratic majority ia large, but
they do very much as they please about
politiesl matters, and jt ought not to be
understood that persons ot different po-
litical views, who take a moderate
course, and are good citizens, are not
cquatiy welcome. Itis believed there
is no disposition among the better part
of the people to proscribe others on ac-
count of either polities or religion.

SOCIETY, SCHOOLS, TAXES, ETC,
The county is noted for the good

morals and intelligence of her people, as
u zeneral rule.  As to education, while
good private schools are sustained, there
i3 ns yet no well organized system of
publie schools, Ample provision has
been made in the State by law for an ul-
timate large public school fund derived
from appropriations of the public do-
main, but thus far, through official mis-
management and unfaithfuloess, it has
not been made available. The signs
for the future, however, are more hope-
ful. Important amendwments to the
State Constitution in the intercst of
general education have just been adopt-
ed by a vote of the people, and favorable
Jegislation had in the same direction.
The present status of the schools of the
county will appear by the tabular state-
ment which we publish in another col-
umn.

Taxes arc as follows: State advalo-
) ets, county advolorem 45 ots, State
poll $1.50, county poll 25 ets, County
oceupation tax one half of State. Prior
tothe building of the new court house
last year, which cost about $30,000, the
connty was out of debt, and some $1100
of saild mdebtedness has already been
pail,  And the county now hasa sur-
phes in several special departments of
revonue.

CLIMATE—ITEALTH.

The climate is a great improyement on
that of the Northern States, the winters
prinz wuch milder and shorter, while
the enmmers, althouzh long, and rather
eneryating, are not, owing to the prev-
alenes ot the Gull breeze, so oppressive
as they are. at times, at the the North,
Tho nizhts are nearly always cowmpara-
tivelr cool and pleasant. The range of
the thermometer is from 20 to 95 de-
erocs above zero—seldom as low as the
former, and not very often above the
latter, Yet the olimate is not as perfect
as some portions of California and Mex-
ies, hutwe think only second to theiu.

‘urine the winter and spring it is the
moet changoable we have ever kuown.
It exhibits, in fact, all the leading
charaateristics of the Atlantic States
gonovally, only mitizated by latitude.
A polar wave at the North is nearly al-
wors speedily followed by a norther and
eold “spell” proportionate to tho climate
here, s0 that the state of the weather
here is & pretty sure general index as to
Frozsts ocour down to
making the frait crop

what 1t 18 there,
the first of May,

vory uncertain, and npecessitatiog fre-
qunt replanting of crops.  Thus, be.
tweon the late frosts and droughts, |
farming 18 rather preearious, yet ooe
thinz is so adapted to another, that

there is generally plenty and to spare
produced. And by adapting the system
of {arming to the scasons, and adoptiog

wiroved modes of culuvation, ne
doaht mach larger erops may be regu-

Iariy produced. The mainfall is abund-
ant, were it wol! distributed, but it
not. The black land, which i= preva-

jeat, bowever, stands the drought wun-

—

derfully, but it is not of so warm a Da-
ture, nor 8o pleasant to cullivate, as it
is where there is more sand,

Before leaving the subject of climate,
it is but just to say that were one half
the preparation made to guard against
the inclemenoy of the weather that is
made in colder climates, it would eause
it to be almost unnoticed. Really com-
fortable houses are comparatively rare
in Texns, and shelter for animals and
the practico of feeding them, even moro
rare. Yet there are days herein winter
and apring—fierce northers and chilling
rain storms following periods of quite
warm weather—as hard on man and
beast as any on earth, Man geoerally
escapes, but the poor animals often per-
ish by scores. But let not the eountry
or climate be blamed for man’s heartless
improvidence,

In point of healthfalness, this county
will compare favorably with almost
any other located inso low a latitude.
There is scarcely any malarious disease,
for there is very little to produce any.
Yet people do manage to get sick and
die here as well as in less favored climes,
and as the population increases, the
country will no doubt appear less
healthy. Pneumonia appears to be the
most fatal disease, though not very
prevalent.

PRICES OF LAND AND IMPROVEMENTS.
The price of land here, aseverywhere
else, varies aocording to the lozation,
improyement, quality and manuer of
payment. Improved is worth all the
way from $5 to #50 per acre, and unim-
proved from #1 to 212, and most of it
can be bought on time to suit purchas-
ers. Buthonesty and fair dealing with
prospective immigrants compel us to
say, that the cost of making common
improvements, principally fencing, is
such that by the time they are made, un-
improved land will have costthe settler
not less than £25 per acre. With the
advent of the railroad, however, the ex-
pense of fencing and building material
wi!l diminish so that farms may be im-
proved at considerably less cost. Here-
tofore, besides stone, the chief material
for fencing has been cedar, for rail and
picket fences, but the supply, save for
posts, is not sufflcient ; and pine boards
brought from the eastern part of the
State, are now found to be cheaper.
Hedges of Osage orange will do admi-
rably here, but the people so far, have
not had the time, skill or patience to
bring them to perfection,

We should state thut the prices of
lands above, referto farming lands, and
that pasture lands in large quantities are
oonsiderably cheaper. Timberlands are
worth from $H to $25 per acre.

Sections Particularized.
What we have said has mostly a gen-
eral application to‘the county, Woe pro-
ceed to make some special mention of
some of the prineipal divizions or settle-
ments.

The railroad, (International and
(Great Northern) passes nearly through
the center of the finest portion of the
county, composing the Onion creck,
Mountain City and Stringtown settle-
ments. Of these in<their order.

STRINGTOWN.

The first or rudimentary range of moun-
tains which ruos diagonally through
Texas into Mexico, passes through Hays
county, They are continuous, high
rolling hills, six to cight hundred feet
above the level of the sea. Along the
roud from Austin to Sun Autonio, these
hills, covered with a heavy growth of
cednr and liye oak, extend most of the
way on the right hand, constituting a
sort of back-ground to the lovely, park-
like prairies and beautiful farms which
lic basking in the sun's rays at their
feet.

e

ship. The pencil of the finest artist
would full far short of doing justice to
the loveliness of the scepery, while the
broad cultivated farms, ivclosed by
stone fences, and the tasteful dwellings
bespeak tho industry, thrift and pro-
gress of the citizens, Here arc a
ohurch, school, and a large surroundiog
population. A sort of adjunct to this
settlemens are the farm, mills, shops,
ete.,—all maintained in regular old
Southern style—of Maj. Nance, who
bas also built a handsome school and
church edifice. His ranch of 10,000
acres in one body with 6,000 acrea io-
closed, surrounds his home, where
bealth, peace and plenty perennially
reign.

Elm Grove and Ouion creek settle-
ments are like unto Mouatain City, with
variations. They lie nearer Austin,

PECAN SPRINGS AND SCIENCE HALL

Represent one of the very finest farm-
ing regions of the county, lying on the
boundary of Caldwell. Peean Springs
is the name of the homestead of Col.
Sledge, in sight of Kyle. His residence
is in a beautiful vatural grove, inwhich
the springs are situated. They are per-
ennial, andafford an abundant supply
of pure water for man and beast, and
fill a fish pond below. The colonel pox~
sesses a princely estate surrounding his
residence, consisting of 6000 acres, of
which 5000 are inclosed, It embraces a
portion of the valley of Plum Creek, of
vast fertility, than which we have seen
no finer yiew in Texas orelsewhere.

Col, Sledge is a Dlississippian of a
prominent and wealthy family, but came
to Texas with only 23000. He came
hero from the Brazos, and has only been
in the county some half dozen years.
He is now the heaviest tax-payer in the
county, and is prominent in all efforts
at improvement and progress.

Live Oak Springs is » similar place
near Kyle, the proprietor of which is C.
B. Donalson, one of our best and most
enterprising farmers. Our reporter has
never had the pleasure of visiting his
place, hence cannot go into details.
Science Hall is the name of a noted
academy in this part of the county,
which has proved especially bencficial
to the commaunity,

DOWN THE RIVER

From San Marcos extends another por-
tion of the country of vast fertility and
wonderful beauty, also thickly settled.
Unfortunately, however, we cannot go
many miles in that direction without
getting beyond the limits of the couns
ty. Bat portions of Caldwell and Gua-
dalupe—the Martindale and Jennings
neighborhoods, ete.,—naturully, by busi-
ness, aod socially, belong to Hays.
They once applied to be *‘annexed” to
us, and would have been but for the in-
terference ot political aspirants, and we
think, upon just prineiples of “local self-
gouernment’’ ought to be. If we could
“swap’’ some of our mountainous region
for these rich and populous portions of
our gister counties, it would be a very
good exchange.

The Mountain Reglon of Iays Conaty.

In view'of the fact that fully two-
thirds of our county lies in “the moun-
tains,”” (a rather rocky region, of mod-
erate altitude, so called) some account
of it scems indispensable in a paper of
this kind. As the main stock range of
the county it is by no meaps the least
important part of it. And farming 13
also successiully followed in some of the
valleys of this section. QOur space will
ooly permit a brief reference t0 some of
the more important points.

The towns and hamlets of this region
will be found noticed under their ap-
propriate head, so are owmitted here.
Some of the small fertile valleys are de-
voted to farming, but the great body of

For sixteen miles, between San Mar-

inn the farms below.
the world can surpass this region, and

live in it. Stringtown settlement was
| the original home of the late Gemeral
Pitts, » zentleman of sole, and his sons-

Kone, comtivucd to reside there—also

John L. Counally, s noted raiser of fine
horses, Msj. Hunter, R. M. Caldwel

| and other prominent citizens,

| MOUNTAIN CITY

I Aod its environs, lying in the direction
of Austin, raaks among the very fore
most divisions af the country in all that
|is weturally Jovelyr and desirablo, and

| als0 in improvements and good citizen- | a geologist. The highest point of the |

maoy of our most promivent farmers
| of considerable extent,
| with beautiful stalactites, and coverecG at

in-law, James L. Malone and Samuel | reparkable chasms or guiches
|these, known as Dsueh’s Guleh, is

of this region is a stock range, being oe

cos and the Guadalupe river, which sep- | supied by ranches greatJand small,
crates Hays from Comal county, these | ;
settlements extend eontiguously, and | Hutchins & (Good, lving between San
hence the name of “Stringtown™ is ap- |
plied to this portion of the county. The |
residences are for the mwost part built in i
the edge of the wooded hills. overlook- | pegion has been noticed in other con-
Few couutries in | pestions.

Perbaps the largest of them is that of

Marcos and Dripping Spriags, and com-
priging abom 18,000 acres.
Much of the natural scenery of this

but there sre some other
features worthy of montion. Among
them are various caves, some of them
They are hung

bottom with bat guano. There are also

about oue hundred feet in depth, with
| precipitous sides, and approaches the

| sublime. “Devil's Backbome,” just

| above "ureatory Springs, as you enter

| Blanco county, is the pame given a series
| of large hills which are uniqueand im-
a remarkable desree, and

posing to

would prove a study of grest interest | esting
Taking the entire six counties under

One of

chain we should say
or 600 feet abovo the leve! of San Mar-
cos. They constitute the grandest
soenery we have beheld in Texas,

Additional Notes and (omments,

Under this head we shall hastily jot
down some miscellaneous pointa which
have occured to us since the foregoing

article was prepared. .
Lo speaking of our mvers weo might

baye enumerated the Pordinales among
them, a8 it flows across a corner of the
county. It isa wild mountain stream,
flowing through very deep canons Rimi-

lar to those of Uolorsdo, >

The “swappiog off’' of some of our
mounuinourgqfon referred to, had ref-
erence to the projeot of a pew couniy to
be com of portions of Huys, Tray-
18 and Blauco counties. |

In enumeratiog the produotions of the
sounty we should have spoken of honey.
There is no beter country for bees probs
ably in the world, There are in the
mountaips some imMmODse C4VEs filled
with wild honey. i

The river bottoms a8 well as the hills,
are supplied with timber in great varie-
ty. Largebodies of it lhe above the
jupction of the Ssn Marcos and the
D sa of fab, wo b na ecat

propos o , ‘we have see cat-
fish caught in the San. Marcos which
weighed upwards of 30 1bs.

We find wo have not spoken of our
Mexican population. They are here in
copsiderable numbers, and since the
(Catholic church was built here, they are
increasing in pumbers, but are rather
transient in their habits, They are of
the lower class, and employed to do the
more common and rougher jobs of work,

Besides the black land, we have sev-
eral other varioties of aoi‘. all good and

productive,
The San Marcos and Guadalupe

throughout their entire course abound
in fine sites fur water power.

It has been sugeested to us that odr
statement as to the price of improved
lands is too high, save for quite small
tracts, and that the true range for large
tracts, and common improvements wonld
be from £5 to £15 per acre. Qur remarks
as to the cost of improvements, also ap
ply to smsll tracts, and the adoption of
the ‘hog law' in certain sections, and the
proximity of railroads and consequent
greater cheapness of lamber, would prob-
ably in justice demand a considerable
abatement on the figzures on this subjeot
contained in the body of our article,

A very agreable teature of Texas is
the equality of condition of the peaple.
The extremes both of wealth and pov-
erty are pretty much unknown.

ptiles and vermin are much less
numerous and troublesome than is pop-
ularly supposed abroad. We resided
here five years before we chanced to see
a venomous reptile, though rattlesnakes
and copperheads are not uncommon in
the mountains. The centipede is the
only dangerous epecimen of the vermin
tribe. House flies are far less pumer-
ous and troublesome than at the North,

There is considerable game in the
mountain part of tho county.  Besides
the smaller varieties, decr are frequent,
and bears. eatamounts, etc., are some-
times met with,

The county rests on & limestone for-
mation. Gypsum abounds in places in
the hills.

The "“ugly names” of certain locali-
ties of the county will be apt to attract
the notice of the reader, The worst of
these is “Dead Man's Hole,” which,
calling up as it does, a hideous recollec-
tion of a dark period, it scems greatly
to be desired should beentirely and tor-
ever blotted out and forgotten,

The source of the San Marcos, as we
have stated elsewhere, is merely a mat-
ter of conjecture, but the weight of
probability is in favor of the theory
that it origiuates in the Rocky Moun-
tains or adjocent regions, The state-
ment of Bishop Doggett, elsewhere
given, that the water has an alkaline
taste, favors the idea thatit may be de-
rived from the alkali plains in that di-
rection.

Adjoining Counties,

Among the advanteges of Hays
County., not the leastis the fact that
it is surrounded by other counties
almost equally attractive, and is thus
the centre of a very large, beautiful
and fertile territory. On the north-
east lics Travis, containing the State
Capital, Austin. Southeast lie Cald-
well and Guadalupe, both vastly fer-
tile and more populous, with their

road. On the southwest we have

('_"nlll‘ “-'1 it irnnlie L p— - 3 < »
5 ith  its metropolis, .\S-Vll.-L.Sr:-_lp_;Zst(_-g;.‘!\.c:-'-. the *m

Braunfels, eighteen miles from San

& place of some 2,500 inhabitants, the

| centre cf a large and fourishing Ger-
man community, the busy seat of | gav o word as to our

1

trade, mannfactures and indusiry

a *he ¥ 1 = - . 3 PG e
To the northwest les Blanco, one of | wisely as we think, divided op =

tha smnsk Suchd : . 1 .
the most tanily, romantic and inter- | the various private
|

of our Mountiin countics

notice, adding adjacent portions .
Gonzales and Bastrop, and fu
safe in saying that it would e
cult to locate & more desirable and
attractive region of conntry in Teyy,
or elsewhere, extending us it Joe
from the Colorado to the Guada]

and embracing  the valleys of ltud.
rivers aud the San Marcos, Blangy,
ote., with almo8t every variety of o)
and production known to the Sate

OUR COUNTY TOWys

SAN MARCOS,
Sitaation.--Water-Power--. Bustoogs,
The town is beautifully situateq
immediately on the San Marcos viver,
about half & mile below its sonpge
It is located on the Internationg
& Great Northern Railroad, aboyt
midway between Austin, the capita
of the State, and San Antonio, thirty
miles from the former, and fifty fron
the latter. It is only eighteen miles
from Kingsbury, on the Galveston,
Harrisburg & San Antonio Railroad
It is a thyifty growing town, with al
most every branch of trade and in-
dustry represented. It also containg
six organized churches, viz: Metho-
dist, Christian, Baptist, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian and Catholic, bLesides
two or three colored churches, and
one principal Institution of learning
ing lodges of Masons Odd Fellows,
etc. The situation of the town is
—Coronal Institne—besides other
private schools. There are flourish-
unlike that of any other we have
seen. About one half of the corpor
ate limits lie in the mountains and
this is the favorite portion for private
residences, being cooler, more sightly
and healthy, as well as exempt from
mud and dust. From any point of
approach the view of thetown is very
fine, resembling the Swiss villages of
the Alpine region, only lacking the
towering mountains. As long agoas
1875 o resident celebrated her charms
and anticipated her future as follows:

Sbe holds, by Nature’s pariial grace,

In Texas broad, a peerlnus place—

Hero glorious river-springa so bright,
As purs as hesven, as clear as light,
Her smlling plains and woodland bowers,
Voeal with birds aud gemmed with flowers,
Her mountains standing guard around—
All poiot 48 her as chosen ground,

But not for nature’s charma along

She slands confessed from zono Lo 2008,
But for the worth and trnth as well

Of thoso who in her preciuts dwell ;

Hor valiant song and daughters falr—

1n loveliness beyond compars—

Thelr vatious gifis of heart and mind,
Of manpers simple, yet refined,

These glve ber yet ahigher clulm

‘To noble and enduring fame.

8an Marcos! with prophetic eye

Thy fature progress 1 descry,

When kindred souls shall thronging come
To make thy lovely huunts their home ;
When all the wide spread prairies ropud
Shall smile as cultivaed ground :

When mansions fair shall line thy streels,
And grace thy heighta ns conntry seald ;
When ready art and kil shall bring
The waters of thy matehless spriog,
And forth the sparkling tribute pour,
Asfree us light, at evary door,

Til} stroeis and grounds are bright arrayed
In graccful garb of grateful shade--
Recalling Eden’s fruits and Howers

To charm the lingering summer hours;
When Learning’s temples ahall srise,
And cloudy columns plerce the skies
From mills und factories tar and uoar—
All this shall swifily follow hers

The advent of tho Iron Horse—

All this, and more, attends Lis coarse--
More than the buard may write or deesm
Waits on the wondrous power of sleam ;
God graot that ere another year
Hisjwakening scream our vales may hoar!

We need scarcely say that wuch 0!
the above anticipation has already
been realized, and the remainder 8p-
pears to be in & rapid state of fulfi}
ment. “The advent of the Iron Horss
has revolutionized the place. A Dew
erabegan with the fall of of 1850
Since then old things have beeo
steadily passing away. The infiux ol

.

flourishing county towns, Lockhart |
and Seguin, the latter now 2 st‘.tion’
on the Galveston, Harrisburg and|
San Antonio milroad, while Luling | heights as country seats
in Caldwell and Kingsbury in Guad-|ing of ;
alupe are also stations on the same

Marcos on the road to San Antonio,
| tion of it whatever.

“kindred souls,” the sabjugation 0
the “widespread preiries ronnd 3
cnltivated ground,” the mansions fait
linine the sireets, and gracng ,‘b"

, the bring

the waters of *“her matchless
all these &

spring” to every door; .
and e

ticipations for San Marcos

=

{ity are actuslly being realis d. Th’-l'
i ' pills 3ni
factories,” *all this and more shall

swifty follow here’ —no further Goes

inst o little
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